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, James Allen receives the bulk of the carries. 


, pro from Penn State refuses to complain. Coaches 
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WW Extra Points 


Enis remains positive 
despite role reduction 


Curtis Enis has been criticized more than a crooked politician and booed 
more tharia pitcher with a double-digit ERA. Yet through it all, he has remained 
professional, upbeat and pleasant. 

Even now ashis role as a ballcarrier is being drastically reduced, the third-year 


revealed last week that Enis will predominantly 
play fullback and short yardage back while 


That's not exactly a promotion for someone 
who was projected as the franchise running back 
when he was selected with the fifth overall pick 
in the 1998 draft. Yet Enis, who rushed for just 44 
yards on 20 carries in the first three games, is try- 
ing to look at the positive side, 

“We have a lot of opportunities now,” Enis 
said; “We're not one-dimensional where we have 
to get this guy 50 carries. We can do alot of things 
that are going to help us. If we can do those 
things, we can create big plays and turn this thing: 
around. 

“I'm very happy with it, I couldn't be in a better situation.” 


Jack of all trades 

Allen's actually the one in the best situation, but he can’t afford to focus only 
on carrying the football. Playing in a pass-oriented offense that often treats the 
running game like the wacky relative you try to avoid at holiday parties, rushing 
attempts are certainly not guaranteed. 

To be an every-down back, Allen knows he must hone his pass-catching and 
blocking skills in addition to his regular responsibilities in the running game. 

“Thave to be solid all the way around in this offense," said Allen, who rushed 
for 138 yards on 25 carries (6.5 average) in the first three games of the season. 

“Tm out there on the field doing other things that most running backs (don't 
do). I have to stay polished in the pass game, I have to stay polished with the 
blocking, and for sure the run. There's a lot of things I'm called on to do. Itsa chal- 
lenge for me. I spent a lot of time getting my mind and my body prepared. I'm 
just thrilled to death to see how far I can take my talent. And Ihave a great cast 
around me to help me do that.” 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


No knock on Enis 

Some observers felt that Dick Jauron's decision to attempt a 49-yard field goal 
rather than go for it on fourth-and-one at the Giants' 31-yard line early in the sec- 
ond quarter was an indication the coach had no faith in Enis. At the time, the 
Bears hadn't scored in over five quarters. The decision backfired when Paul 
Edinger missed the kick. 

“That's not a fair critique,” Jauron said. “Quite frankly I didn't even think 
about it. Afterwards generally in those situations people will say, ‘He doesn't 
believe in the offensive line, he doesn't believe in the running back. The thought 
never entered my mind. The point was we hadn't scored in a long time and I 
wanted three points up on the board. It was (within) the range and it was right 
there, and I have a great deal of confidence in Paul. 

“T do have great confidence in Curtis. I do think that chances are he would 
have gotten it. But I thought we'd definitely get the three. That's what I wanted; 
T wanted points on the board.” 


Friendly fire 

How bad are things going for the Bears? Defensive end Phillip Daniels' thigh 
bruise suffered against the Giants was caused by his own teammate. “Imade a 
tackle on a toss play tomy side. As I went to swing around, (tackle) Mike Wells 
kicked me pretty hard / Daniels said. “It's just one of those things that happened 
where there's no pad.” ... The Bears aren't giving up despite their slow start. “If 
were 0-16, that will be a pretty big bummer” said offensive tackle Blake 
Brockermeyer. “That's when my confidence will be down. But we've gota lot of 
games left, We've just got to continue to work on the things that we've been doing 
the whole summer and offseason and try fo improve on it” 


Veteran Minter odd 
man out on defense 


Urlacher retains starting middle linebacker job 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


When the Bears selected 
Mike Singletary early in the 
second round of the 1981 
draft, veteran middle line- 
backer Tom Hicks wasn't 
too concerned about losing 
his starting job in Buddy 
Ryan's defense to the 

ungster. 

e North Pole would warm over and melt 
before a rookie is going to come in and run our 
defense,” Hicks predicted on draft day. 

Midway through the season, Santa Claus was 
spotted sipping a drink by the pool. 

Singletary started the last nine games and was 
named to several all-rookie teams. He eventually 
appeared ina team-record 10 straight Pro Bowls and 
was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 
1998. 

While it's unfair and obviously premature to com- 
pare 2000 first-round draft pick Brian Urlacher to a 
Hall of Famer, a similar transition is taking place on 
the Bears’ depth chart at middle linebacker. Urlacher 
retained the starting job at the position after register- 
ing a team-high 13 tackles including his first pro sack 
in his first NFL start in a 14-7 loss to the New York 
Giants Sept. 17 at Soldier Field. 

“I would say that Brian will be on the field 
absolutely,” Bears head coach Dick Jauron said prior 
to Sunday's home game against the Detroit Lions. 
“He's going to be better than a fine middle linebacker, 
He's really going to be an outstanding player. 

“Wherever he is on the field, Tee ie to show 
up. He's going to show up around the ball and make 
plays. I thought he played a good football game, cer- 
tainly for his first game in the middle.” 

Urlacher was initially named the starter at strong- 
side linebacker on draft day, but lost that job to sec 
ond-year player Rosevelt Colvin on Aug. 23 after 
struggling with assignments and techniques. Two 
weeks ago the former New Mexico star was moved 
to middle linebacker, a position that's more similar to 
the rover safety spot he played in college. 

The veteran who can best empathize with Hicks is 
Barry Minter, who now finds himself out of the start- 
ing lineup for the first time since 1996. 

Jauron met with Minter last week to explain the 
situation. 


Brian Urlacher 
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“T spoke with Barry to 
let him know the direction 
we were going,” Jauron 
said. “Barry's a great person 
and he's a great team person 
in the sport. Although | he 
wasn't happy about the 
+} change, he says he'll do any- 
thing that he can do to try to 
contribute to wins, It was 
good in that regard. (But) it's 
never good news for the 


Barry Minter 


layer.” 
et ‘The 30-year-old Minter has started 61 of 97 games 
he's played since joining the Bears in 1993 via.a trade 
with the Dallas Cowboys. He is now listed as the 
backup to Warrick Holdman at weakside linebacker. 

“Personally it's not easy, but you understand the 
situation," Minter said, "Anytime that you've been 
part of something — and avery important or valuable 
part—and then to have to step back and have very lit- 
tle to do with what's going on out there, it's tough, But 
Tl do whatever I need to do to help the team win.” 

That includes tutoring Urlacher, a 6-3, 244 
pounder who hits like a strong safety and runs like a 
wide receiver. Urlacher, who played receiver and 
returned kicks in addition to playing safety in college, 
is still focusing on mastering his new position. 
Against the Giants he lined up incorrectly on occa- 
sion, but more than made up for it by flashing his 
tremendous speed and play-making ability. After 
sacking Kerry Collins, he*dropped fullback Greg 
Comella after a 2-yard gain on third-and-four and 
later sped across the field to stuff Tiki Barber for a 4- 

ard loss on a screen pass. 

“With all the talent he has he can be real good,” 
Minter said. “But just moving to ‘backer, there's a lot 
to leam. Everything from linebacker technique to 
training your eyes. Once he gets all that down, I think 
he'll be a great linebacker because he has all the phys- 
ical skills and tools.” 

Forhis part, the humble Urlacher remains his own 
worst critic. Even after his impressive performance in 
his first NFL start, the Bears' new middle linebacker 
still found fault with himself. 

“T don't think I played very well,” he said. “I did 
some good things, but I did more bad things than 
good, I think I made more mental errors than I did 
tackles, but I had a good time when I was out there 
and it was a learning, process. There's always room 
for improvement.” 


That's a big blow to 
our football team. 1 feel 
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LOST CAUSE: Wide receiver Bob! 
Engram will miss the rest of the year 
after tearing his ACL vs. the Giants. 


by 


BOMBS AWAY: Marcus Robinson 
celebrates his 55-yard TD reception 
but the Bears lose 21-14 to Detroit. 


a> 


BEAR REPORT 


3 


BACKING CADE: Second-year QB 
Cade McNown retained his starting 
job despite an offensive slump. 
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Bears first-round pick Brian Urlacher is tackled after making his first NFL 
interception in Sunday’s 21-14 loss to the Detroit Lions at Soldier Field. 
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Hatley banks 
on Bears’ top 
draft choices 


By Mark Potash 
Bear Report Columnist 


Mark Hatley didn't draft Curtis Enis fifth 
overall in 1998 to be a fullback, did he? 

“1 want Curtis to be the best player he can 
be,” the Bears' vice president of player person- 
nel said Sept. 19. “I'm not trying to [dodge] the 
question. I just want him to be the best player 
he can be. That's what he's trying to do, and 
welll all have to see how good that is. 

“Would I like for him to be a 1,500-yard 
rusher? I'd love for him to be that. Is it going to 
happen? I don't know. That's part of the busi- 
ness. 

“Whatever helps the team win, that's what 
it is. Curtis has busted his [butt] and done 
everything we've asked of him. And that's all 
hecando.” + 

Hatley doesn't keep a daily scoreboard, but 
he knows more than anybody how closely his 
success is tied to the success of his first-round 
draft picks, Last week was neither the best 
week for Hatley, ror the worst: Cade McNown 

‘ is struggling, but still starting, quarterback; 
Brian Urlacher is a starting middle linebacker, 
and Enis is a fullback/short-yardage running 
back. 

As of now, he is 1-1-1. Not good enough. 
Butit's still early. 

“T feel the pressure,” Hatley said. “That's the 


to do it.” 


“] feel the pressure. That's the 
way it should be. I know how we 
| graded them. | know the way we 
went about it was the right way 


way it should be. know how we graded them. 
know the way we went about it was the right 
way to do it. How everything pans out, time 
will tell.” 

Hatley and coach Dick Jauron discussed the 
lineup moves after the 14-7 loss to the New 
York Giants, as they do every week. But each 
move was Jauron’s decision. 

Al give him my opinion, but it's his call all 
the way,’ Hatley said. “Dick’s a good man. I 
have a lot of confidence in him. He's in charge 
of the football team. That's his area, and he's in 
charge of who plays. 

“Maybe it's my coaching background, but I 
believe the coach needs to do that for us to be 
successful as an organization. Dick listens. He 
understands my feelings on the thing. And I 
understand his. I've been there. So know what 
he's going through.” 

Hatley does not bemoan his fate that Enis, 
the No. 5 pick in the draft, has not lived up to. 
expectations—the holdout, the knee injury, the 
fact he was drafted for one offense and is an 
odd fit for this one. 

“You can say all those things,” Hatley said, 
“but the bottom line is, players you draft have 
to fit in and play whatever cards you're dealt. 
When we drafted Curtis, that's what we did. 
Hopefully he'll do nothing but get better for us. 
these next 13 games.” 

Hatley knows you can debate the cost of 


Mark Hatley 
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drafting Enis all day. It was the Bears faith in 
Enis that kept them from drafting other run- 
ning backs the last three years. That faith also 
prevented them from getting serious in negoti- 
ations for Marshall Faulk when Indianapolis 
shopped him before last year's draft. 

“They called us, but we never got close,” 
Hatley said. “Because of Curtis and where we 
were on the thing, it wasn't something we con- 
sidered very much. [Faulk's contract demand] 
was a big part of it. But still, we had taken 
Curtis with the fifth pick, and coming off the 
knee we had high hopes he would be back 100 
percent and we had to give him an opportuni- 


Even if Enis ends his Bears career as a block- 
ing fullback, there's hope for McNown, who 
has been unable to ignite the offense but has a 
passer rating (77.9) that ranks third among the 
six quarterbacks taken in the first two rounds 
of the 1999 draft. 
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Former Penn State star Curtis Enis, the fifth overall pick in the 1998 draft, is 
now a fullback/short yardage back for the Bears. 


“He's a young kid,” Hatley said. “He's just 
got to get better and make throws he's not 
making right now. The positive thing tome is 
he's had a chance to make two or three plays 
that might have made a difference in each of 
those games, and at some time or another he's 
going to start making them. He's too compeli- 
tive and he's got a lot of talent.” 

And then there's Urlacher, who had an 

impressive debut as a starter at middle line- 
backer with 13 tackles—Il solo-and a sack 
against the Giants. Hatley is not about to crow: 
about his latest first-round pick. As with 
MeNown and Enis, it will take time before it's 
known whether Urlacher's a hit. 
“{ liked a lot of the things that he did,” 
Hatley said. “The ability to run, obviously, 
everybody sees. There are some things he has 
to improve on—where the blocks are coming 
from and how he needs to fit on things—but I 
don't think he'll do Carnival, but get better.” 


Airfare Available from Most Major Cities 
© Airport Transfers with Baggage Handling 
7 Exciting Days and Nights 

Aboard the CARNIVAL TRIUMPH 
All Shipboard Meals and Entertainment 
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Robinson block 
will live forever 


Memories 
of win close 
to his heart 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Bryan Robinson's most prized possession is 
230 miles from his grasp, but it will remain 
close to his heart for eternity. 

The glove the 6-4, 300-pound defensive end 
wore when he made the most famous field 
goal block in Bears history is proudly dis- 
played in a case at Robinson's mother's home 
in Toledo, Ohio. 

The Bears return to Lambeau Field this 
Sunday for the first time since Robinson's 
“Immaculate Deflection” of Ryan Longwell's 
28-yard field goal attempt on the final play pre- 
served a thrilling 14-13 Chicago victory last 
November. 

Inspired by the memory of legendary run- 
ning back Walter Payton, who had died earlier 
that week, Robinson helped the Bears end a 10- 
game losing streak against their arch rivals in 
dramatic fashion. After the game, Robinson 
credited Payton with lifting him up to block the 
kick. 

_ To Robinson, that glove represents bitter- 
sweet memories that will never be forgotten. 

“That was a tragic time last year, the whole 
ordeal with Walter and his death,” Robinson 
said. “Another thing was we hadn't beaten 
those guys in 10 tries. So it was really emotion- 
al and it was one that we needed to have, and 
it came at the time. 

“Even if people forget it, Ill remember it for 
the rest of my life. Anytime I think of Walter 
Payton, I'll think of that game in Green Bay.” 

Chances are no Bear fans will forgetit either. 
The most surprising thing, however, is that of 
the hundreds of letters Robinson received after 
blocking the kick, many of the most emotional 
ones came from Packers fans. 

“Tve gotten positive responses from Green 
Bay fans,” Robinson said. “Walter had a lot of 
fans up in Green Bay. They really loved to see 
the guy play. Sweetness will be missed, and 
that was one of those games where it was just 
buried inthe souls of many that we were going 
out to play for Walter.” 

Payton died of bile duct cancer at the age of 
45 on the Monday before the Packers game. On 
the day before the contest, the Bears attended 
an emotional memorial service at Soldier Field 
where many say they felt a connection to the 
team’s storied past for the first time. The play- 
ers were further inspired when they entered 
their Lambeau Field locker room and saw No. 
34 patches on their jerseys. 


Regardless of what he achieves the rest of his career, Bryan Robinson will 
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occupy a special place in Bears history due to his dramatic field goal block. 


Jim Miller's 6-yard TD pass to Bobby 
Engram gave the Bears a 14-10 lead late in the 
third quarter. Longwell’s 26-yard field goal 
early in the fourth period drew the Packers to 
within 14-13. The Bears' Chris Boniol missed a 
34-yard attempt with 5:56 left in the game to set 
the stage for Green Bay’s final drive. 

After quarterback Brett Favre put his team 
in position to win the game, Longwell trotted 
onto the field. 

“T was just thinking, get penetration and 
just try to jump as high as you can,” Robinson 
said last week. 

Robinson extended his right arm — and his 
hand collided with. the ball. As stunned 
Packers fans looked on, the Bears exploded off 
their sideline in celebration. 

“When he kicked the ball, there's that 
silence that goes over the crowd,” said Bears 
return specialist Glyn Milburn. “You hear the 
thump of the kick and then the thump of the 
block and then you know all of a sudden the 
game's over. A blocked kick late in the game 
like that does wonders for your team. But the 
way that we won the game after that whole 


week with Walter Payton pee it just 


capped offa great win and added to the legend 
of the rivalry.” 
After the game, Robinson turned the play of 


the year into the quote of the year. “I think 
Walter Payton actually picked me up a little bit 
and boosted me up in the air because I can't 
jump that high,” he said. “I don't know what 
happened. Maybe I had a running start and he 
boosted me up and I got a hand up there. 

“Walter had a lot to do with it. I know he 
did. God bless him and his family.” 

As Robinson reflects on the most memo- 
rable play of his four-year career 10 months 
later, he's still convinced Payton had a hand — 
literally —in the play. 

“Looking at the film, I've never jumped that 
high in my life” Robinson said. “I got up there 


NFL FLAGS 
, 3x5’ Nylon $39.95 


FLY-ME FLAG CO., LLC 
1720 S. Ashiand, Green Bay 
800-236-3524 


“Even if people forget it, 


I'll remember it for the 
rest of my life. Anytime 


I think of Walter Payton, 


lll think of that game 
in Green Bay.” 
Bryan Robinson 


and I'm a 300-pounder. That's why I say it was 
maybe divine intervention. Walter put me on 
his back and lifted me up. I really believe that 
something like that happened, I really do.” 
With his teammates celebrating on the field, 
Robinson made a beeline for the locker room, 
feeling the need to be alone to grasp the depth 
of his accomplishment, He was the first player 
in the locker room, followed closely by head 
coach Dick Jauron. 
“They were wondering who blocked the 
kick because nobody knew,” Robinson said. “I 
ran straight for the locker room and didn't cel- 
ebrate on the field. I don't know why-I think it 
teally had to sink in that we won the game. 
“When I first blocked that kick and I heard 
that thump; I tumed around and looked and I 
saw the ball going towards the end zone. I saw 
Tony Parrish fall on the ball and I'm thinking, ‘I 
hope that's not safety’ Once knew we won the 
game, I ran straight to the locker room and sat 
there and (thought), ‘Thank God.’ I really did- 
n't believe that's what took place, but it did. 
“The blocked kick was history, Plain and 
simple, the one word I'll say is history.” 
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Facts and Figures 


Kickoff: 3:15 p.m. (ct) Sunday, Oct 1 
Site: Lambeau Field, Green Bay 


Even without confident Mike Holmgren (right), 
Packers quarterback Brett Favre has still done 


CHICAGO BEARS 


damage to the Bears. 


Capacity: 60,890 


lost 11 of 12 since 1994. 


at 


By Gene Chamberlain 
Bear Report Correspondent 


Green Bay’s dominance over the 
Bears the past decade can be traced to one 
player. 

Quarterback Brett Favre's personal 
single-game highs for completions (36), 
passing yards (402), TD passes (5), passer 
tating (1472) and longest TD pass (99 


‘ Playing surface: Natural grass 

Last meeting: Bears lost 35-19 Dec. 
5, 1999 at Soldier Field. A month after 
their dramatic 14-13 victory on Bryan 
Robinson’s blocked fidid goal, the 
Bears gave up 14 fourth-quarter points 
on TDruns of 12 and 21 yards by 
reserve DeMond Parker. 
rushed for 113 yards. Keith McKenzie 
returned a Todd Sauerbrun fumble 45 
yards for a touchdown for Green Bay. 
Series: Bears lead 83-70-6 but have 


Parker 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


Bear-killer Favre still key element 


? adjusting to a new coaching staff, Favre = 
has also had to deal with elbow tendini- 
tis and a thumb injury. 

Questions persist whether Favre lost a 
lot when Mike Holmgren left after the 
1998 season or whether circumstances 
have held Favre back. Prior to 
Holmgren’s departure, Favre had an 89.0 
passer rating and a 61.7 completion per 
centage, He had almost twice as many 


? include Charles Lee, Donald Driver and 


Bill Schroeder—not quite Robert Brooks 
and Andre Rison. Without a Mark 
Chmura or Jackie Harris, Fayre has rook- 
ie Bubba Franks and veteran Tyrone 
Davis.as tight end targets. 

Still, there is that Favre magic when it 
comes to Playing the Bears in Green Bay. 
Inlast year's 14-13 loss at Lambeau Field, 
Favre methodically directed the Packers 


yards) all came against the Bears. Not : TDs (213)as interceptions (118). into easy field goal range at game's end 
surprisingly, the Packers are 13-3 since Last year Favre's passer rating dipped : before Bryan Robinson's block ended it. 
Favre cameo the team against the Bears. : to 74.7 and this year to 67.0. The post- It hasn't helped Favre and the 

However, the Favre who faces the : Holmgren Favre completed only 57 per- ? Packers’ offense that running back 
Bears this Sunday ina matchup of teams : cent (398-f-697) with two more intercep- : Dorsey Levens missed the first two 
struggling for some respect hasn’t been : tions (27) than TD passes (25) prior tolast : games due to injury. His replacement, 
the same efficient quarterback who threw : week's Cardinals game. Ahman Green had only 90 yards rushing 
for the second-most yards in the NFL Other factors have been involved. The : through three games and Levens nearly 


during the 1990s. 

Favre took a career 87.1 passer rating 
and 61.1 completion percentage into the 
season, but under new head coach Mike 
Sherman this season, Favre had just a 
67.0 passer rating and 55.9 completion 


percentage through three games. Besides: 


Green Bay receiver corps, which goes 
against a Bears secondary that held 
opponents to a 208-yard average passing 
through Week 3, is not what it was in the 
mid-1990s. 

Favre is still throwing to Antonio 


Freeman, but the rest of his targets : 


produced that (74) in his first game back. 

Regardless of the downturn in Packer 
offensive fortunes under head coach Ray 
Rhodes last year and Sherman this year, 
the key to the Bears’ success against 
Green Bay remains pressuring Favre into 
mistakes. 


ON THE AIR Who rates the advantage? By Gene Chamberlain 
welevision: Positions Comments 
The Fox 
Network will Quarterback Favre is less efficient, but he can beat the Bears in his sleep. 
televise the e P 5 . 4, 
eine ivert8 Running back Levens is another Bears’ nemesis, but he’s been hurt. 
a regional Wide receiver Freeman/Robinson a wash. After Freeman Packers siruggle. 
CUGIENE, Tight end Chmura’s busy elsewhere, but Franks and Davis get it done. 
9 
~ Radio: ive li i 
NBENE AN Offensive line Neither stands out, but the Bears have been steadier. 
Ce oemrelee Defensive line Despite John Thierry, Packers had 10 sacks first 3 games. 
with Gary i A i 1, ay a 
menue en Linebackers Both inexperienced. Urlacher’s speed tips it Bears’ way. 
Arkush and Secondary Toss-up, but Bears slightly better vs. pass after 3 games. 
Tom Thayer 
announcing. Special teams Allen Rossum has magic back; Edinger started 2-of-4. 
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GREEN BAY 


|_ PACKERS __ 


Ht wt 


Exp Coilege 


No. Name Pos Ht Wt Age 
ve Paul Edinger ee 3 tn ee Mictioan State 4 Bettrave os oo. 28 eae ied 
7 ann) luerttel =" 
Sof Gage MeN aus Surana , | [28 — Byan Longwell K 60 204 26 4 Galifomia 
Be Shale Maiews ee 33 un DROS Sah 9 Josh Bidwell P 62 222 24 1 Oregon 
Het Bronte ainelomeWe eo eee 11 Matt Hasselbeck QB 64 220 24 2 Boston College 
15) cin Miller cc gia 28S a Mighipan Sia 20 Alien Rossum CBKR 58 178 24 3 NotreDame 
20 + James Allen 215 24 3 Oklahoma oy) Garber A eee So Bt Ohio Stas 
21 RW. McQuarters . 198 23 3 Oklahoma State Se Renan: CHS ao bas. 23. 2 Clemson 
22 Shawn Wooden . 205 BSD RO 25 Dorsey Levens RB 61 230 30 7 Georgia Tech 
23 Jerry Azumah 195 BOE 7 oe Ney UarpeHns 27 Tod McBride CBs 6-1 207 24 2 UCLA 
24 Glyn Milbum . 176 28 8 Stanford 29 Herbert Goodman RB 5-11 203 23 R Graceland 
25 Thomas Smith 190 29 8 North Carolina 30 Ahman Green RBKR 6-0 217 23 3 Nebraska 
27 Walt Harris 195 26 5 Mississippi State 33 William Henderson FB 61 253 Zi 2 oe eee 
ie Smith 194 31 8 _ Baylor 34 Mike McKenzie cB 60 185 lemphis 
20 Mike-Brown 202 22 -R_ Nebraska 36 LeRoy Butler S$ 6-0 203 32 11 Florida State 
32 Marlon Barnes 215 24 1 Colorado 37 Tyrone Williams cB 5-11 193 27 5 Nebraska 
37 Tony Parrish 211 24 3 - Washington 40 Jason Moore cB/s 5-10 195 24 2 San Diego State 
43° Mike Green 176 23 R Northwestern State 2 pa eeiver 2 ee oe ee 4 eee 
i: i: scott iarrahan =" 
gag Gus Eats a 2A ah a Semele 44° Matt Snider FB 62 240 24 2 Richmond 
47 RayMcElroy ... 196 28 5 Eastem Illinois nid 
f Toms AEM 50 K.D. Williams LB 60 235 27 2 Henderson State 
oes Vere plement a EN ees 51 Brian Williams LB 61 246 27 6 Souther Califomia 
Sap > om eer ae 22g Now Mexico 52. Frank Winters C 63 305 36 14 Wester illinois 
ea) Eolas) oe oe 21 et Ome iene 53 Mike Morton LB 64 238 28 6 NorhCarolina 
$7 Olin Kreutz - eS ee Eien 54 Nate Wayne 1B 60 230 25. 3 Mississippi 
$8 Chris Villarrial 308 27 ‘5 Indiana (PA) 55 Bemardo Harris iB 62 246 28 6 North Carolina 
59 Rosevelt Colvin 254 23-2 Purdue 57 Chris Gizzi LB 60 230 2 1 A Force 
60 Casey Wiegmann . 285 lowa 58 Mike Flanagan Cc 6-5 297 
es RS TUCKEE 315 23. 2 Texas A&M 59 Nail Diggs LB 64 234 22 R_ Ohio State 
65 Patrick Mannelly 270 25 3 Duke 60 Rob Davis Ls 63 286 31 5 Shippensburg (Pa.) 
pee eee eee ee 
g HE ue 3 aS 25) © [eamKeriichy 67 Russell Maryland DT 6-1 308 31 10 Miami (Fia.) 
76 Brad Culpepper . 270 31 9 Florida = Mies Walle on a eS a0 2 é Lae 
78 Blake Brockermeyer 64 300 26 6 Texas 7a Samana Z pee ee ee 
oe rely Wena ee Bh 2 Noe Dale 76 Chad Clifton T 65 325 24 Tennessee 
80 Dez White. . 60 219 21° R_ Georgia Tech haa an eo oe. lee 
82 Eddie Kennison 60 198 27 «55 - LSU oss yaa ee 
: 79 Barry Stokes T 64 315 26 ~ 3 Easter Michigan 
83 Macey Brooks 65 212 24 2 James Madison GGuIDE ee Brnoe wre ea, 177 fe — > Sarasa 
A eounellreg a Be 2S BR dy NEE, 81 Tyrone Davis TE 64 260 28 ©=5 ‘Virginia 
85 Alonzo Mayes 6-4 265 25 3 Oklahoma State 82 Charles Lee WR 62 202 22 R Central Florida 
86 Marty Booker 5-11 215 24 2 Northwest Louisiana ae Kee en Siacaao, TE 64 255 24 3 Syracuse 
87 D'Wayne Bates . 62 215 24 2 Northwestern 84 Bill Schroeder WR 63 _ 205 29 5  Wisconsin-LaCrosse 
88 Marcus Robinson 63 215 24 4 - South Carolina 85 Corey Bradford WR 6-1 ~ 197 24 3 Jackson State 
89 Dustin Lyman 64 250 24 Wake Forest 86 Antonio Freeman WR e1 198 2% 8 oe a 
90 Van Tuinei . 64 290 28 4 Arizona ubba Fran $ iami (Fla. 
91 Khari Samuel . 63 240 23 2 Massachusetts 90 Noone Holliday. BE Be B09 a s Next Carlee’ 
i : 91 John Thier icorn State 
ee aeons oF oon 2 5 Geena 95 Steve Ware DT 64 298 22 R_ Nebraska 
94 ‘Ty Hall : Michi 96 David Bowens DE 62 261 23 2 Western Illinois 
y Hallock . 62 249 29 8 Michigan State i 
i g 97 Cletidus Hunt DE 6-4 299 24 2 Kentucky State 
95 Troy Wilson 6-4 257 29 5 Pittsburgh State aa pe oneness pwn on 
96 Clyde Simmons . 65 292 36 15 Wester Carolina ee oe d 
87. Mike:Wells) Sse si 2) Nee 49 Kenny Coutain wa 62 205 23°  R Memphis 
98 Bryan Robinson 64 300 26 4 Fresno State i R Flore 
‘5 2 56 Eugene McCaslin s 6-1 226 23 lorida 
99 Jim Flanigan . ... 62 290 29 7 Notre Dame 64 Tom Schau cBS 65 290 Se at anes 
Practice squad . 75 Craig Heimburger G 62 312 23 2 Missouri 
26 Todd McMiillon . .. . 510 183 27 1_Northem Arizona 94 Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila DE 64 245 22 R_ San Diego State 
2 Frank ene i ie 260 23 al eee Injured Reserve (out for eraser) 7 = cn 
2 Dustin Cohen 63 236 23 ami (Ohio) 28 Basil Mitchell 510 207 5 jexas Christian 
62 Robert Newkirk 63 290 23 1 Michigan State 32 Rondel! Mealey RB 60 219 23 R _Louisiana State 
63 Brad Williams 64 295 22. R Notre Dame Gi Scott Cunry = nae T storm 2 00 24 2 Montana 
Injured Reserve eserve/Physically Unable To Perform 
39 Reggie Austin .. . 5-9 173 23 R Wake Forest 22 De'Mond Parker RB 5-10 185 23 2 Oklahoma 
80  Sulecio Sanford 5-10 190 23. 1 Middle Tenn. State N/A Anthony Lucas WR Coe 235 Ri -Atkansas: 
81 Bobby Engram . 5-10 185 27. «5 _—~ Penn State eee ey wa an -46 oe 
Age as of opening week favis Williams: = 


Alloss in Week 1 to the 

Jets at home and a 5-3 

nished their mark somewhat, but the Packers 

remain a dominant home-field team over the 

home. However, another struggling perform- 
ially against the Bears—could very 

known to let their team know how they feel 

when things don't go their way. 

for more yardage usually wins most NFL 

games, but in the Bears-Packers rivalry it has 


Lambeau Field magic. o”"e@ 
mark there last year tar- 

past decade. Since 1992, they are 43-11 at 
-easily turn the Packer fans, who have been 
The running game. The team which rushes 
been even more important. 


MEET THE COACHES 


Mike 
Sherman 


Mike Sherman, 45, f 
was 1-2 heading into} 
Week 4 in his first sea- 
son as an NFL head 
coach. The 13th head 
coach of the Packers, 
Sherman served as Green Bay's tight 
ends coach under Mike Hoimgren 
in 1997-98. He was Holmgren’s 
offensive coordinator last year in 
Seattle. Sherman subscribes to 
the West Coast offense and has 
tried to restore QB Brett Favre’s 
confidence after a shaky season. 


Dick 
Jauron 


Dick Jauron, 49, was 
6-13 through three 
weeks in his second 
season as Bears head |; 

coach. Jauron coached 

defensive backs for 

the Packers from 1986-94 under 
Lindy Infante, Forrest Gregg and 
Mike Holmgren. In his first game 
against the Packers last season, 
Jauron’s Bears snapped a 10- 
game skid against Green Bay. 
Jauron and Sherman both were FS 
prep athletes in Massachusetts. 
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JAMES WILLIAMS 


JOHN THIERRY 


Thierry struggled through five seasons with the Bears and 
never became the pass rushing threat coach Dave Wannstedt 
envisioned. Thierry went to Cleveland last year, moved to line- 
backer and failed, then left the Browns to sign a four-year $10 
million deal with the Packers to play left defensive end. 

One of Thierry’s big weaknesses while with the Bears was 
handling larger blockers. He never displayed the quickness 
the Bears thought they would see rushing the passer. Thierry 
is 6-foot-4, 262 pounds. He faces the 6-7, 340-pound Williams. 


‘ James Williams John Thierry 


BRYAN ROBINSON 


& 
MARK TAUSCHER 


‘Tauscher is a rookie pressed into duty after a season-ending 
injury to Earl Dotson, the Packers’ best veteran lineman. A 
member of the Wisconsin Badgers’ Rose Bow! team last year, 
‘Tauscher was drafted in the seventh and final round by the 
Packers. Tauscher, a home-grown Wisconsin boy, has only one 
year’s starting experience since playing for Auburndale High. 

Robinson had fewer tackles through the first three games 
than any defensive starter except cornerback Walt Harris. The 
Bears need him to step up against an inexperienced opponent. 


Bryan Robinson Mark Tauscher 


EDDIE KENNISON 
Ge> 
ANTUAN EDWARDS 


Pressed into starting duty after Bobby Engram/s season- 
ending injury, Kennison doesn’t bring the ideal qualifications 
to the role of “possession receiver” Through his career, he's 
been the deep threatnot known for great hands, Kennison had 
a slow start to the season, taking a silly head-butting penalty 
against the New York Giants to help kill a crucial drive. 

Edwards is in his first season as a starter with the Packers. 
He played the extra defensive back in passing situations last 
season and made four interceptions. 


Eddie Kennison Antuan Edwards 


“WHEN THE BEARS HAVE THE BALL WHEN THE PACKERS HAVE THE BALL 
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87 KREUTZ 
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8 MCNOWN 
15 Miller 
9 Matthews 


20 ALLEN 
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64 Tucker 
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97 PARRISH 
29 Smith: 
43 Green 
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4 FAVRE 
11 Hasselbeck 


7 Wuerte! 


33 HENDERSON 
44 Snider 


88 Franks 
83 Sinceno 


86 FREEMAN 
80 Driver 


25 LEVENS 
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OF THE TAPE 


TALE 


Chicago Bears 
at 
Green Bay Packers 


»(Rankings through Week 3) 5 
OFFENSIVE RANKINGS 

TOTAL OFFENSE 23 (t) 29 
Rushing offense 11 (t) 30 

| Passing offense 26 21 
Total yards per play 23 27 
| Rushing average 2 27 
Passing average 27 25 
Percentage had intercepted 8 21 
Sacks allowed per pass play 18 21 
First downs per game 25 24 
Third down efficiency 18 23 
Fourth down efficiency 8 (t) (t) 


Punt return average 
Kickoff return average 


Gross punt average 28 15 
Net punt average alt 4 
Points per game 29 27 
Field goal percentage 28 13 (t) 
—————————————————————————e 
| DEFENSIVE RANKINGS 
TOTAL DEFENSE 29 10 
Rushing defense 31 12 
Passing defense 13 9 
Total yards per play 26 6 
Rushing average 26 Tz 
Passing average 27 8 
Percentage intercepted by PA 15 
Sacks per pass play 19 10 
First downs per game 24 20 
Third down efficiency 28 (t) 25 
Fourth down efficiency 1 (t) tnt) 
Punt return average 7 4 
Kickoff return average 17 6 
Gross punt average 12 21 
Net punt average 6 10 = 
Points per game 28 8 =| 
|_Opponents’ FG percentage 6 12 (t) 


TURN 
BACK 
THE 
CLOCK 


Free kick 
gave Bears 
key win in 
Green Bay 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


It was perhaps the most bizarre ending in 
the history of the NFL's most storied rivalry, 
but most Eph resulted in a thrilling 
Bears victory over the Green Bay Packers at 
Lambeau Field on Nov. 3, 1968. 

‘Taking advantage of an obscure rule that's 
still in the books, Mac Percival booted a 43- 
yard field goal ona free kick with :23 left in the 
game to give the Bears a 13-10 win over the 
defending world champions. 

It's probably safe to say that many NFL 
players are unaware of the rule that allows the 
receiving team, after a fair catch is called, to put 
the ball in play from scrimmage, by a punt ora 
place kick. In those situations, the defensive 
team must remain 10 yards fromthe kicker, 

Bears head coach Jim Dooley credited 
offensive line coach Abe Gibron, who would 
later succeed Dooley for the top job, for 
remembering the rule. 

"When the Packers had second down and 
10 at their 15-yard line," Dooley said, ‘Abe said, 
‘Let's get the fair catch when they punt so we 
can go for the free kick.” 

The Bears did, just that. They sent Cecil 
Turner out onto the field with instructions to, 
call a fair catch regardless of the situation. It 
was no simple assignment considering that 
Turner had dropped three passes from quar- 
terback Virgil Carter on the day. 

"They told me to fair catch it no matter 
what, and I was a little nervous," said Turner, 
then a rookie. "The wind took the balla little bit 
and Thad to run to gett, and I clutched it inmy 
belly real good." 

‘The Bears’ unusual strategy caught some of 
their own players by surprise. 

"Twas starting to go out with the offensive 
unit and they called me back," said end Austin 
Denney. 

"Tdidn’t know what the hell was going on,” 
admitted defensive end Willie Holman. "I 
never heard of sudya play." 

Bears defensive back Richie Petitbon, who 
had left the game temporarily after absorbing a 
blow to the head, was sent back out to hold for 
the free kick. 

"T've never seen him so nervous,” said 
Percival. 
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BEAR REPORT 


As part of every 
game preview this 
season in Bear 
Report, we will take a 
look back at a 
memorable game 
played between the 
Bears and their 
upcoming opponent. 


BEARS 13, Green Bay 10 
Nov. 3, 1968 
Lambeau Field 


"I was still feeling weak and wobbly from 
the head injury and felt my hands trembling,” 
Petitbon said. "I knew Mac would hit the ball 
just fine and I didn't want to louse it up." 

The hold and the kick were perfect, and the 
Bears had defeated their arch rivals in a game 
in which Green Bay had missed three field goal 
attempts. 

Teng the Bears offense was Gale Sayers, 
who established a team record by rushing for 
205 yards on 24 carries. Walter Payton would 
match that total in the same stadium against 
the same opponent nine years later, 

The victory was the Bears’ third straight ina 
four-game streak after a 14 start. 
‘They finished the 1968 season witha 7-7 record 
and wouldn't experience a winning campaign 
until 1977 when they were 9-5. 


Attention 
Bears Fans 


Travel package and 
individual game tickets are 
now.on sale for this season. 


Away Games 


N.Y. Giants 
Indianapolis 
New England 
New Orleans 
All Division Teams 


Buffalo 
Philadelphia 
San Francisco 
All Division Teams 


All trips can include any of the 
following items: 

° Game Ticket — Endzone — 50 Yard 

° Hotel Accommodations 

* Airline Tickets 

° Tailgate party 
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Engram out for year 


Suffers torn ACL in loss to Giants 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 


Bobby Engram only missed five 
games ‘in his first four seasons -- all 
because of an ankle einct in 1997. 


But whatever you think of Da Coach, 
you know he ducks no punches. 


Tough, no- holds-barred stories told f 
combat- 9 
friends 


ive play 
vihrough the 


and (ane-epaD RE 
eyes of the people closest to him. 


life and col- 
original 
and per- 


Da Coach celebrates th 
orful times o 
who hi 

sonality to spare. 


auts, glory, 


he locker room 
d started pounding on an 


he looked up at the trainer and 
said, ‘I think I broke my hand.’ He 
had. We didn’t know whether to 
laugh or ery.”=-Jim McMahon 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor z - 


A punchless Bears offense that scored only 

one touchdown in successive losses to Tampa 
Bay and the New York Giants received some 

devastating news early last week. 

Starting wide receiver Bobby Engram, who 
led the Bears with a career-high 88 receptions 
in 1999, will miss the rest of the season after 
tearing the anterior cruciate ligament and later- 
al meniscus in his right knee in Chicago's 14-7 
Joss to the Giants Sept. 17 at Soldier Field. 

The fifth-year pro from Bawt State i 
inj on a 9-yard reception that set up 
Seay) touchdown late in the first half. 
Engram was tackled at the Giants’ 2-yard line, 
but the damage was done before the contact. 

“Bobby caught the ball and went to turn 
upfield for the goal line,” said Bears trainer Tim 
Bream. “When he planted with his right foot, 
his body tured and his foot stayed planted. It 
was a non-contact injury.” 

Bream was asked whether the field was to 
blame. 

“7 don't think you can relate it to the turf or 
grass atall,” he said. “T think it's related to foot- 
ball and the stress the knee takes.” 

Engram, who is srs to undergo sur- 


“Tf you look at the Bear logo 
and a picture of him, there’s not 
much difference. He’s a human 

being in a bear’s hat.” 
--Mike North 


6 x9 * 240 pages * b/w photographs throughout © $19.95 cloth 


To Order By Phone Call; 1-800-335-5323, quoting order code DK. 


major credit cards accepted, 


Or Send Check Payable To: Triumph Books, 601 South LaSalle Street, Suite 500, Chicago, IL 60605 
Please include $5.95 for shipping and handling. 
Fox Orders ss Mans At: 1-312-663-3557 
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gery in 23 weeks, ends his season with 16 
catches for 109 yards. The 1996 second-round 
draft pick increased his reception total in each 
ofhis first four NFL seasons, from 33 to 45 to 64 
to 88 last year, the second most in Bears history. 

“That's a big blow to our football team,” 
said Bears coach Dick Jauron. “I feel bad for us, 
but I feel worse for Bobby. Bobby really loves 
the game. He loves to play and I think it shows 
on the field. He makes plays for us all the time. 
Were going to miss him and somebody's going 
to have to step up.” 

That somebody figures to be Eddie 
Kennison, who replaces Engram in the starting 
lineup opposite Marcus Robinson. Marty 
Booker, who missed the Giants game with a 
shoulder injury, will serve as the No. 3 receiver. 

Kennison, who won the NFL's Fastest Man 
competition in 1997, had caught just 4 passes 
for 23 yards including a 2-yard TD in the first 
three games. He was acquired by the Bears this 
offseason from New Orleans in exchange for a 
fifth-round draft choice. 

“He's to have to step up because 
those are big to fill,” Jauron said. 

Engram has caught a pass in 36 straight 

third best in team history behind Mike 
Ditka (49) and Walter Payton (45). On the club's 
all-time list, Engram ranks seventh with 246 
receptions and 13th with 2831 receiving yards. 

“It’s just so disappointing to lose a leader 
like that and a player like that,” Jauron said. 
“Bobby is one of our captains. That will be 
missed also. We'll still have his leadership in 
the locker room and around the facility, but 
well still miss him on the field.” 

In other injury news, center Olin Kreutz is 
expected to miss 1-2 weeks with a sprained 
medial collateral ligament in his left knee suf- 


fered against the Giants. He is being replac 
by Casey Wiegmann, who started 15 games for 
the Bears in 1998. 
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“4 think [had a pretty, decent season Jast 
year in New Orleans dealing with four differ- 
entquarterbacks,” Kennison said. “Whatever 
happened there, it happened. But fm ina 
greatsituation now. | think Imvabout te be in. 
ameven beter situation because | getto playa 
bigger role now inthis offense; and Tim. defi- 


nitely ready.” 
~ Larry Mayer 


Cade McNown and Marcus Robinson 
haven't yet been able to connect on the field 
to the extent they did last year, but the two 
met privately last week to discuss comments 
McNown made after the Bears’ 14-7 loss to 
the New York Giants Sept. 17 at Soldier Field. 

After overthrowing three deep passes — 
two to Robinson and one to Macey Brooks — 
McNown initially suggested the receivers 
may have been tired. 

“What came across was that I had said 
that he was tired so he couldn't get to the 
ball,” McNown said three days after the 
game. “Last week I had some commas 
where I should have had periods. It was my 
fault. I overthrew the ball. Period. I said 
maybe this happened or that happened. The 
bottom line is if he's open and the ballisn'tin 
his hands because it's overthrown, it's my 
fault, [need to make it happen. Period. 

“Like I told him, ‘If you get behind the 
guy, I will find you; I will get the ball in your 


McNown-Robinson summit 
results in peaceful accord 


Cade McNown 
Smooths things 
over with wideout 


hands. That's up to me. That's my job.’ 

Robinson, who caught 84 passes for a 
team-record 1,400 yards and 9 TDs last sea- 
son, was satisfied after his conversation with 
MeNown. 

“Tjust talked to him to see what he meant 
by what he:said, because sometimes things 
get twisted,” Robinson told the Chicago 
‘Tribune. “He explained it to meand.every- 
thing's good.” 

In addition to the two overthrows, 
Robinson just missed a 37-yard TD reception 
when he was barely unable to get both feet 
inbounds on a pass deep down the left side- 
line from McNown. The play was reviewed, 
but the replay official upheld the ruling of an 
incomplete pass on the field. 

— Larry Mayer 
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Run game in neutral 


Enis’s days as feature back seem to be over 


MARK POTASH 


One of the biggest oe about the 
Bears’ offense ig whether they can run the ball. 
But an even bigger question is, will they even 

2 


* Alack of production from Curtis Enis since 
the beginning of last season has ground the 
Bears’ running game toa halt. Through the first 
three games this seagon, the Bears’ running 
backs were averaging 15 carries (and 61 yards) 
per game. Last year's playoff teams averaged 


+ 28 rushes a game. 


When the subject turns to the Bears’ run- 
ning game, Bears coaches for some reason 
sound like White House staffers explaining 
what the meaning ofis is. 

“4 felt like we've been effective in the run 
game, especially in the Minnesota game,” 
offensive coordinator Gary Crowton said last 
Monday, referring to a game that happened 
more than two weeks earlier. “I know we used 
the quarterback a little bit and Cade had a lot of 
yards. We had decent yardage against Tampa 
in the'run game. We didn't run very well 
[against the Giants].” 

It was only then, that Crowton said, almost 
in passing, that in effect, the Bears finally have 
given up on Enis becoming the feature back 
they thought he would be when they drafted 
him No. 5 overall in 1998. 

“James Allen is going to get better,” 
Crowton said. “We're probably going to use 
Curtis more as a fullback, in short-yardage sit- 
uations. That's the direction we're heading 


tight now.” 


By making that move, the Bears seem to be 
doing what people have been screaming for 


them to do since last year-run the ball. The 
Bears will use the traditional two-back sets 
more often, which figures to mean more run- 
ning plays. 

Tt sure can't hurt. The Bears averaged 25 
running plays a game last year: In their six vic- 
tories, they averaged 30 carries and 105 yards a 
game—further proof that you don't necessarily 
need a high per-rush average to use the run 


e. 
etre tage eyo) carries 
for 160 yards against Green Bay—was one of 
their biggest victories. 

That's what the Bears should be striving for. 

“1 do think our run will get better” 
Crowton said. “I think our line's doing a good 
job. With the continuity of James Allen getting 
moreand more reps [in practice], that will help. 
And [also feel like Marlon Barnes will start to 
get some reps.” 

For now, most of the responsibility will fall 
on Allen, who was effective in spot duty 
against Minnesota (nine carries, 60 yards) and 
Tampa Bay (6-47), but ineffective against the 
Giants (10-31). 

“We have a lot of things that have to get 
worked out,” he admitted when asked about 
the run game. “I'm sure the running game will 
help us out a lot more. But we haven't forgot- 
ten about it. We have to be more crisp with it 

“When we do go to it, we have to get those 
yards, because there won't be as many oppor- 
tunities as we would like to have. When we get 
the opportunities, we have to make holes. I 
have to make people miss and we have to be 
effective with it.” 

Asked how the Bears can do that with just 
15 carries between himself and Enis, Allen 
looked at the bright side. “Well, we're fresh 
when we get the opportunity,” he said. “It's 
hard to get a rhythm. But you have to get a feel 
for it during the week. When you don't doit on 
Sundays that much, practice time is really cru- 

Crowton seemed to lose a little faith in the 
run game after he was hammered for using it 
foo much in the first half at Detroit last year, 
against one of the worst pass defenses in the 
NFL. 


It might be time to go back to it. Crowton's 


WHEN DOES MY SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRE? 


That's one of the most commonly asked questions we hear at the BEAR 
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offense is based on matchups—finding a wealc 
link in the defense and attacking it. It worked 
in the college game, where Crowton could 
always find a matchup for a Troy Edwards, 
even against Nebraska. But there are fewer 
weak links in the NFL than in the college game. 
And those matchups are either hard to find or 
harder to win. 

Either way, it looks more and more like an 
improved running game is the key to the Bears’ 
offensive problems. 

“It's hard to sit back and try and decide 
what direction to go with the runni e/" 
Crowton said. “Curtis has had some bad luck 
with the leg injury. You've seen power in him. 
You've seen him knock people over at times. 
And there are other times when we feel 
like...we could get more yards with somebody 
that's a little quicker. 

“James Allen has been protecting well in the 
pass game. He seems to be running well. His 
average per carry (6.5 yards heading into 
Sunday's game with the Lions) is good. 

“Curtis said, ‘Ifyou need me up front block- 
ing, I'll do whatever it takes’ He has a very 
good attitude towards that.” 

It has taken too long for the Bears to admit 
that the fifth pick in the 1998 draft is most use- 
ful to them as a fullback. At least now they 
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GAME STORY 


Cade McNown's growing pains are starting 
to leave so many marks that the Bears may 
soon need cosmetic surgery. Some sort of 
makeover is after Sunday's 21-14 
loss to the Detroit Lions left the 0-4 Bears as the 
NFCs only winless team. 

The second-year quarterback was booed 
vociferously Be a Soldier Field crowd that 
apparently didn't appreciate his three interoep- 
tions, four fumbles, or the 2 of 12 third down 
opportunities the offense managed convert. 
McNown accounted for both of his team's 
touchdowns — on a 55-yard bomb to Marcus 
Robinson and a 14-yard scramble — but that 
didn't seem to quiet his critics. 

Just wait until they hear what the quarter- 
back had to say about the boo-birds after the 

Jame. 

“| feel like I've had four road games,” said 
McNown, who was escorted off the field by 
the head of Bears security. 

“7 think everybody knows that we're not a 
team that's motivated by fans that come to the 
game and yell and boo at us. They're not a 
motivating factor. If they're really hurt by us 
not playing well, they probably should just not 
come to the games and save all the boos for 
theirTVs.” 

Throughout the game backup quarterback 
Jim Miller stood on the sideline with his helmet 
on and a football grasped tightly in his right 
hand, but head coach Dick Jauron never 


pains starting 
to leave scars 


yanked McNown. 

“Yeah, we considered it,” Jauron said. “But 
we thoughtit wasn't the time or the place to do 
it.I thought Cade showed all the reasons why 
we're playing him and he showed all the rea~ 
sons why you suffer when you play a young 
quarterback. We saw both sides of it.” 

The good news was that the Bears discov- 
ered their long-lost running game. James Allen, 
picking up blocks from new fullback Curtis 
Enis on several occasions, rushed for 87 yards 
on 19 carries. No Bears running back has had 
that many yards since Enis gained 88 in the 
ninth game of last season at Green Bay. 

Allen did his damage behind a patchwork 
offensive line. Casey Wiegmann replaced Olin 
Kreutz (sprained knee) at center and Jimmy 
Herndon started at left tackle for Blake 
Brockermeyer, who was sidelined with a skin 
infection that forced him to be hospitalized ear- 
lier in the week. A third starter on offense, 
receiver Bobby Engram, is out for the season 
after tearing his ACL a week earlier. 


Bears 2000 Schedule 


PRESEASON 


Opponent 

at N.Y. Giants 
CLEVELAND BROWNS 
at Cincinnati Bengals 
TENNESSEE TITANS 


REGULAR SEASON ~ 


at Minnesota Vikings 
at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
NEW YORK GIANTS 
DETROIT LIONS 

at Green Bay Packers: 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 
at Philadelphia Eagles 
Bye 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 
at Buffalo Bills 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


at N.Y. Jets 
GREEN BAY PACKERS 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


at San Francisco 49ers 
at Detroit Lions 
*Central time 
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Photo by Steve Woltmann 


Bears rookie Mike Brown prepares to hit James Stewart after the Lions run- 
ning back hurdled Thomas Smith in Detroit’s 21-14 win at Soldier Field. 


The Bears committed five tumovers— Allen 
and receiver Marty Booker lost fumbles — but 
the stingy Chicago defense allowed no points 
off the miscues. The defense played well with 
the exception of a dominant 17-play, 91-yard 
second half drive that resulted in Detroit's 

Rookie middle linebacker Brian Urlacher 
again blanketed the field with his speed and 
play-making ability. The first-round draft pick 
from New Mexico recorded his first NFL inter- 

and his second sack in as many weeks. 

Penalties killed the Bears, who were flagged 
nine times for 78 yards. Allen had second quar- 
ter rushes of 9 and 10 yards wiped out by. 


ities. 

are Charlie Batch completed 
ee saight passes including a 13-yard TD 
strike to Johnnie Morton to give Detroit a 7-0 
lead with 6:30 left in the first quarter. 
@omerback Walt Harris bit on Morton's shoul- 
der fake inside, leaving the receiver wide open. 
in the left comer of the end zone. 

Germane Crowell’s diving catch of a pass 
that squirted through Harris's hands for an 
apparent 36-yard TD late in the first half was 
reversed by replay. Referee Kon Blum ruled 
that Crowell did not have possession when the 
point of the ball touched the Givena 
reprieve by the officials, the Bears promptly 
gave up another 36-yard TD from Batch to 
Crowell on the very next play. A wide open 
Crowell caught the ball at the 15, made one 
move and dashed into the end zone. 

Things looked bleak for the Bears when 
Booker was stripped after a 7-yard reception 
and Detroit took over at the Chicago 12-yard 


line early in the third quarter. But Urlacher's 
third down coverage sack forced the Lions to 
settle for a field goal, and Mike Wells blocked 
Jason Hanson's 32-yard attempt. lt was the 
third blocked field goal attempt in two weeks 
by the Bears, and Wells has two of them. 4 
The suddenly-inspired Bears cut the deficit 
to 147 as McNown fumbled the snap, stepped 
up in the pocket and rainbowed a pass deep 
down the right sideline to Robinson. The 
Detroit defender fell down on the play and 
Robinson caught the ball and back-pedaled 
into the end zone. The 55-yard TD was the 
Bears’ longest play from scrimmage this sea- 
son. 


Later in the third period, McNown pump- 
faked to Robinson to the left, pulled down the 
ball and dashed up the middle to tie the score 
1414. 

But Detroit responded by stringing togeth- 
er its longest drive of the game, capped by run- 
ning back James Stewart's 1-yand TD dive. 
Replays showed the ball never crossed the goal 
line, but the Bears did not challenge the play, 
because Jauron said no one on his staff had a 
definitive look at the play. 

The Bears’ last chance fizzled when 
McNown was sacked for a loss of seven near 
the left sideline on fourth-and-three from the 
Detroit 33 with :16 lefrand thé Bears out of 
timeouts. 

“Tt was another disappointing Sunday," 
Jauron said. "Somehow we've gotto find a way 
toturnitaround and we're the only people that 
can doit. It can't come from anywhere else. We 
have to search for ways to get it done, and 
that's what welll do.” 
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Interceptions replace 
McNown overthrows 


Tt wasn't quite the adjustment the Bears 
were looking for, but Cade McNown. didn't 
overthrow deep passes like he clic a week ear 
lier in.a 14-7 loss to the New York Giants. 

‘This time his errant throws were caught by 
Detroit safety Kurt Schulz, who became the 
first Lions player in 18 years to intercept three 
passes in one game, Ironically, it's a feat also 
accomplished by Dick Jauron ina 1973 game 
against the Bears. : 

One of the picks came when McNown 
threw deep down the left sideline 
into double coverage and a stiff 
‘wind, On another, he rolled to his left 
and threw short of intended receiver 
Marcus Robinson. 

“The one that stands out most 
vividly is the one 1 threw down 

»/” said McNown. “We were ina 
lotiof tough down and distance situ- 


ations and J feel 1 kind of pressed Cade McNown 


there and threw it deep when I did- 
nit have to. He just got over the top of the ball 
and was alittle inside. It's tough for Marcus to 
make the play on that. The one I was running. 
“to my left, Ijust didn't get anything on it” 
From most of the game, McNown was 
booed every time he jogged on and off the 
field. Jauron showed faith in the second-year 
QB, never replacing him with Jim Miller. 
»“Thave confidence in the player,” Jauron 
said. "I thought he would turn itaround, You 
always feel that way — at least | always feel 
that way —and he did. He went outin the sec- 


ond half.and made some big, plays. He just 
didn't make enough. Obviously the intercep- 
tions are not what you need or want.” 


~ Larry Mayer 


QB decision will wait 


Jauron will review tape before making any moves 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Bears coach Dick Jauron is expected to 
decide by mid-week whether Cade McNown 
will retain his starting job for Sunday's game 
against the Green Bay Packers at Lambeau 
Field. 

McNown completed 21 of 35 passes for 261 
yards and 1 TD but threw three interceptions in 
Sunday's 21-14 loss to the Detroit 
Lions. The Bears (0-4) are the only 
winless team in the NFC and they've 
scored just 21 points in their last three 

es with McNown under center. 

>| "We've said the same thing week to 

} week and we'll stay that way," Jauron 
Be! said regarding a possible change at 
quarterback, "We'll evaluate the tape 
and we'll make any decisions on 
about Wednesday when we start our 
practice for the next game." 


Backfield in motion: In the first game since 
coaches clearly defined the roles of James 
Allen as feature back and Curtis Enis as full- 
back/short yardage back, the Bears rushed for 
147 yards on 31 carries, a 4.7 average. 

"The running game was like we want it to 
be," Jauron said. "That's how we see our run- 
ning game on a consistent basis. We mixed it 
pretty well. We had some success with it and 
well just have to stay with it.” 

Allen gained a game-high 87 yards on 19 
attempts behind a line that featured Jimmy 
Herndon in place of Blake Brockermeyer 
(skin infection) at left tackle and Casey 
Wiegmann in place of Olin Kreutz (sprained 


+ 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 
James Allen locks horns with Detroit’s Tracy Scroggins Sunday at Soldier 
Field. Allen rushed for a game-high 87 yards but the Bears fell to 0-4. 


knee) at center. 

"felt good," Allen said. "The line did a great 
job across the board. Teams now know that we 
can run the ball and we're going to balance our 
attack more.” 

Enis carried just once for five yards, but he 
delivered a couple of key blocks to spring 
Allen. 

"I think Curtis did a great job," Allen said. 
"He gave me some great blocks in there. He 
and I, we're really trying to get that chemistry 
together." 


Nightmare continues; The only 0-4 team in 
NFL history that's rebounded to make the 
playoffs is the 1992 San Diego Chargers. But 
the Bears are obviously a long way from dupli- 
cating the feat. 

[never thought we would start the season 
off like this," Allen said. "I believe in my coach- 
ing staff and my teammates that we'll tum this 
thing around." 

"I don't think we're going to press the panic 
button,” McNown said. 


‘The 0-4 start is causing players to try to do 
too much. 

"I get the sense that everybody is pressing,” 
Jauron said. "Everybody wants to make the 
play that makes the difference. | think it con- 
tributes to the penalty situation to a degree and 
probably to the errors too. They want to make 
the big play." 


My fault: Allen took the blame for a fum- 
bled hand-off exchange with McNown, even 
though the stat sheet gave it to the quarterback. 

"Isaw a guy coming free, and the No. 1 rule 
as a running back is get the ball," Allen said. 
"But I was trying to make a move to the left at 
the same time Cade was trying to hand mie the 
ball. You have to get the ball first. That's my job, 
no matter where it's at. don't really know if it 
was high or too low, I was just out there trying 
to make the guy miss before I had the ball." 


Briefly: After winning 10 straight games 
over the Lions from 1984-89, the Bears haven't 
won two in a row since, a span of 21 games. ... 
MecNown is now 2-8 as a starter. ... The Lions 
scored three TDs after entering the game with 
just one offensive TD in three games. ... The 
Bears have lost six straight games , 8 of 9 over- 
alland 6 of 7 athome dating back to last season. 
.» Bears tackle James "Big Cat" Williams 
played in his 100th straight Bears game. He's 
started 99 of those, missing only the first play of 
a 1994 game at Miami. The Bears’ record in 
those games is 39-61. 


2000 NFL STANDINGS 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Division 
T Pet. PF PA 
0 750 74 57 
9 500 83 
O 500 67 65 
0 333° 51 81 
0.250 96 135 
Central Division 
0 1,000 64 47 
0 750 110 47 
0 .750 60 65 
0) 500 69 53 
0 000 48 106 
Western Division 
1,000 160° 114 
500 85 121 
333 65 «57 
250 55 82 
250 415 139 


Sunday, Sept. 24 
Detroit 21, BEARS 14 
Baltimore 37, Cincinnati 0 
Miami 10, New England 3 
Philadelphia 21, New Orleans 7 
St. Louis 41, Atlanta 20 


Seattle 20, San Diego 12 


Week 4 Results 


PE PA 
88 66 
5922) 
57 5B 
SB 52 
ye: 
98 55 
7 46 
538 50 
64 90 
40 62 
7 74 
107 80 
133 102 
9 76 
74 $2 
55 98 


Bye: New Orleans, N.Y. Jets, Oakland: 
Sunday, Oct, 7 
BEARS at Green Bay, 3:15 p.m, 
Baltimore «it Cleveland, 


N.Y. Giants at Tennessee, noon “~~ 

Pittsburgh at Jacksonville, noon 

San Diego at St, Louis, noon 

Miami at Cincinnati, 3:05 p.m. 

New England at Denver, 3:05 pan. 
AS: 


Arizona at San Francisco, 


y 
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SCORING SUMMARY 


Chicago Bea 
Detroit Lions 
Lions, 1, 6:30, Morton 13. 
3:06) 7-0 
Lions, 2, 0:18, Crowell 36-yard pass from Batch (Hanson kick) (4-57, 


ard pass from Batch (Hanson kick) (7-59, 


, 0:46) 14-0 


Bears, 3, 8:40, Robinson 55-yard pass from McNown (Edinger kick) 
(6-78, 2:37) 14-7 


Bears, 3, 3: McNown 14-yard run (Edinger kick) (6-50, 3:04) 14- 


14 
Lions, 4, 9:36, Stewart 1-yard run (Hanson kick) (17-91, 8:37) 21-14 
Paid attendance: 66,944; time: 3:04 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Lions Bears 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 15 16 
By Rushing 5 9 
By Passing 9 7 
By Penalty 1 0 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY 5:1631% 212-17% 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY 0.00% 14.25% 
TOTAL NET YARDS 214 
Total Offensive Plays (inc. time thrown passing) 0 
Average gain per offensive play 40 
NET YARDS RUSHING 80 
Total Rushing Plays oo) 
Average gain per rushing play 28 
‘Tackles for a loss ~ number and yards 12 
NET YARDS PASSING 194 
Times thrown — yards lost attempting to pass 313 
Gross yards passing 207 
PASS ATTEMPTS-COMPLETIONS-HAD INT. 3720-1 
Average gain per pass play (inc. # thrown passing) 49 
KICKOFFS-In End Zone-Touchbacks 400 
PUNTS Number and Average 1041 
Had Blocked 0 
FGs-PATs Had Blocked 10 
Net punting average 2 
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE (Not Including Kickoffs) 30 
No. and Yards Punt Returns 12 
No. and Yards Kickoff Retums 347 
No. and Yaris Interception Returns 38 
PENALTIES Number and Yards 639 
FUMBLES Number and Lost 10 
TOUCHDOWNS 3 2 
Rushing L 1 1 
Passing 2 
‘EXTRA POINTS Made-A\ttempts 33 
FIELD GOALS Made-Attempis 1 
SAFETIES 0 
FINAL SCORE 21 
TIME OF POSSESSION 3138 
CHICAGO BEARS 
Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. = Gain. «= TD 
Allen 19 87 46 15 0 
McNown 10 52 52 7 1 
Enis 1 5 5.0 5 0) 
Barnes 1 3 3.0 3 0) 
Had 
PASSING Att. Cmp. Yds. TKD/¥d. TD LG Int. 
McNown 35 21 261 LT? 21) 55; B 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg LG TD 
Robinson 5 97 194 55. I 
Booker 5 56m E25 2520: 
Kennison eS eT Oe nO 
Mayes 2 25125 ano) 
Brooks 2 155 755 17 nO. 
Allred 1 25 250 25 0 
Allen 1 8 80 8 O 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 
Urlacher 1 we  -10 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Bartholomew 6 162 270 0 0 35 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Milbum 4 Sr 205 fe" 50 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Milburn SW ee Oo 
Tucker La 10 50 a OF 0 


Rushing Yards 


1507 147 


() 


Passing Yards 
300 


254 
250 


200 


DETROIT LIONS 
Net Long 

RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. = Gain. | TD 
Stewart 2B 1 3.1 12 1 
Bates 2 a 3.5 4 0 
Batch 4 2 Os 1 0 

Had 
PASSING Att. mp. Yds. TKD/Yd. TD LG Int. 
Batch 3720-207 33-236 1 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg LG TD 
Morton 5 = Si 55 i 
Stewart 5 25: 50° (12 0 
Sloan 3 BAG Aa 0 
Crowell 2 65) 225° 36° 
Moore 2 21 10.5 13 0 
Ivin 2 M5 720i 9: 0) 
Howard 1 4 40 4 0 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 
Schulz Bees 4 0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Jett 10 410 410 3 3 50 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Howard bey 2 9 2. 238 rd 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG 1D 
Howard 3 0 47 16 «(0 


Time of Possession 


Bears 28:22 


CHICAGO BEARS 
Unofficial 
T Ast. Sack Yrds. Int. PD FF FR 
Holdman 10 2 00 0.0 0 1 0 0 
Urlacher 6 4 10 660 1 1 0 0 
Parrish ee! 00 00 0 i 0 0 
Brown 4 2 00 0.0 0 0 0 0 
Robinson 41 0.0 ©6000 0 1 0 0 
Smith as ok 00 00 0 OB 0 
Daniels 4 0 10 0602.0 0 1 0 0 
S. Harris 4°0 0.0 0.0 0 0 60 0 
Wells eae) 0.0 60.0 0 0 0 0 
W. Harris 20! 0.0 0.0 0 2 0 0 
Flanigan i 10 5.0 0 iO: 10: 0 
Simmons 1 1 00 60.0 0 0 0 0 
DETROIT LIONS 
Unofficial 
T Ast. Sack Yrds. Int. PD FF FR 
Rice ae” A 00 60.0 0 o 0 0 
Campbell x 2 00 00 0 0 0 0 
Jones 4 0 0.0 60.0 0 o 0 i 
Kowalkowski 4 0 0.0 0.0 0 218) 0 
Walker 4 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 
Claiborne St 5@: 00 0.0 0 0 0 0 
Kriewaldt 3 «0 0.0 0.0 0 o 0 1 
Schulz 3°90: 0.0 0.0 3 3 Q 
Scroggins 3 0 EO: 720: 0 2 0 
Elliss 2! es 0.0. 0.0 0 6 60 ut) 
Aldridge 2.0 0p 0.0 0 0 0 0 
DeVries 2 7-6; 0.0 60.0 0 oe 8 0 
O'Neill 2-0: 00 860.0 0 6 0 0 
‘Westbrook 2 0 00 00 0 6 0 0 
Porcher im 00 00 0 o 0 0 
Wyrick 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 Q 
Kirschke @ A 0.0 0.0 0 o 0 0 
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Turnovers killed 
slumping offense 


DOUG BUFFONE [| 


Turnovers. Let's start with that. 

The Bears gave up five tumovers that 
essentially killed the offense. But what is really 
amazing about that is the defense did not give 
up any points off turnovers. I don’t remember 
the last time a team got five turnovers and did 
not score a point off them the way the Lions 
did. 

Defensively, the Bears did give up the drive 
of 91 yards. It would have been a good time to 
make a stop, but that did not happen. 

The Bears had two great opportunities for 
interceptions, Walt Harris’s tip on the touch- 
down pass that was'reversed by replay should 


~ THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR YOOR NFL FAN 


for any NFL footballfeam!l!! 


have been an interception. Tony Parrish should 
have also had an interception near the goal line. 

Brian Urlacher played an outstanding 
game. He made a few mistakes here and there 
but he closed on the ball really well. He read 
the play perfectly on his leaping interception 
over the middle. He got the sack and he was 
making tackles from sideline to sideline. 

But it wasn’t enough to win because, offen- 
sively, the Bears were inconsistent. They never 
could get anything going. The Bears had the 
touchdown pass to Marcus Robinson, but the 
defender fell down. A lot of balls were over- 
thrown; a lot of balls were missed. 

The best thing the Bears had going for them 
was the running game. They found a position 
for Curtis Enis—that's fullback for sure. 

James Allen was running hard. You could 
see that he really wants to do well running the 
football. He came out of the “I’ formation with 
Enis as the lead blocker and they ran two plays 
for 14 yards back-to-back. 

Last week I said that Jim Miller should be 
the starting quarterback. At this point in time, 
being 0-4, I guess you find out what McNown 
is really all about instead of putting in Miller or 
Shane Matthews. I thought for sure the coach- 
es would make a change in the second quarter 
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Photo by Steve Woltmann 
Cade McNown launches a 55-yard 
TD pass to Marcus Robinson. 

when things were not going well offensively. 
But it didn’t happen. 

If they did not make the change in the 
Giants game or the Lions game, it is not going 
to happen. Why change McNown now? 

It seems that with the quarterback position, 
they are set in their minds that they are going, 
to go all the way with McNown. I don’t know 
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Trivia Trove 
Who scored four TDs for 
the Bears in their win over 
the Packers at Lambeau 
Field on Nov. 4, 1973? 


(Answer on page 19) 


the answer, but the offense does not look near- 
ly as good, ing-wise, as it did last year. 

y The Baal did not expect this. They 
wanted better. I did four hours of radio on 
Sunday and all the callers were asking, “What 
do you think about the draft next year?” That's 
when you know things aren't going the way 
you expected. 

The fans want more and I don’t blame 
them. I'm a fan of football, so I’d like to have 
some excitement to watch after the first four 
weeks of the season. 

Now the fans are even starting to’second- 
guess Gary Crowton’s offense, Amonth ago he 
was a genius and now the fans want to scrap 
the offense. 

Things happen like that when you don’t 
win. It’s going to be a long year. Hopefully the 
Bears can rebound Sunday in Green Bay. I can’t 
think ofa better place for the Bears to end their 
slump than Lambeau Field. To do so, they've 
pot to play a lot better in all phases of the game, 


ywever, 


Doug Buffone hosts the Doug Buffone Sports 
Magazine Sunday mornings on Fox Sports 
Chicago. 
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Cade still the starter 


BOB LeGERE as 


Despite two straight unimpressive per- 

*formances in which the Bears' offense showed 

no consistency moving the ball or creating big 

plays, Cade McNown remained the starting 
ack. 

The Bears scored just seven points in eight 
quarters against Tampa Bay and the New York 
Giants with McNown running the offense. 
Both head coach Dick Jauron and offensive 

* coordinator Gary Crowton have been disap- 
pointed with the team's production, but not to 
the point where they will bench McNown in 
favor of Jim Miller. 

“We still believe Cade is going to be a 

tremendous quarterback for us,” Jauron said 
prior to Sunday's game against Detroit. “He 
makes some mistakes, as we've said a number 
of times, but hopefully he'll start making more 


big, plays, keep us on the field and get more 
points.” 

After reviewing film of the 14-7 loss to the 
Giants in the home opener, the decision was 
made to stay with McNown. 

“We sat down and just asked the question: 
“Are we all right with Cade?” Crowton said. 
“After looking at the film, we all felt we were at 
this point. But we may do things in the game at 
some point, take him out fora series or two and 
put in Jim if we feel like we need a boost or 
need him to get his feet back on the ground. 
But as far as making a wholesale change, we 
don't feel this is the time.” 

Inthe 41-0 loss to the Bucs in Tampa and the 
setback vs. the Giants, the Bears did nothave a 
pass play longer than 18 yards, and the offense 
generated a total of 387 yards combined. In his 
three starts last season, Miller threw for an 
average of 328 yards per game. 

“Obviously Jim Miller has done some 
things,” Crowton said, “and so has SI 
(Matthews), They've proven it in games in the 
past. I think that we're very comfortable with 
those two guys. But I thought Cade played 
very well in the Minnesota game. Against 
Tampa Bay, the whole team did not play well. 
(The Giants) game Cade played very good the 
first half.” 
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McNown completed 15 of 19 first- | 
half passes for 138 yards with one TD, 
no interceptions and no sacks, In the 

” secohd half he was 8 of 17 for 64 yards [p 
with four sacks. 

“The second half I didn’t think he 
played as well. I know he missed ona 
couple of deep passes that if he had hit 
those, we'd all be smiling,” Crowton 
said. “The fact is he didn't. We're going 
to keep working on it. There's a long 
haul to this thing, and you don't want to 
be too hasty in making a decision like 
that with a young quarterback.” 

Bears coaches certainly can't be 
accused of overreacting when McNown 
struggles, as they proved at halftime of | 
the Bucs game when they decided to 
leave him in despite horrible numbers. 

McNown threw two interceptions, 
lost a fumble and was sacked twice. 

His six completions in 11 attempts totaled 
just 30 yards, 21 of which were negated by the 
sacks, leaving the team with a net of nine pass- 
ing yards on 13 plays. 

“If Thad felt like the problem was the quar- 
terback, I would have made a change,” coach 
Dick Jauron said. “I couldn't sense that from 
the sideline or from conversation. To me, it just 
looked like we never got any kind of rhythm. 
So it didn’t make any sense from my point of 
view to make that change, as if that were the 
reason why things weren't going our way.” 

The learning process can be a painful one 
for NFL quarterbacks, but coaches believe 
McNown needs to work through the tough 
times to become the quarterback who can 
eventually take the team farther than either 
Miller or Matthews. 

“] feel like he needs to continue to grow,” 
Crowton said. “And he needs to continue to 
get himself in situations and learn to come out 
of them on the other end.” 

Left tackle Blake Brockermeyer sees the 
recent offensive problems as a group failure 
rather than an individual breakdown at the 
quarterback position. 

“Personally I've got a lot of respect for 
Cade,” Brockermeyer said. “Execution on our 
side of the ball isn't as good as itneeds to be, but 
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Cade McNown didn’t complete a 
pass of more than 18 yards in losses 
to the Buccaneers and Giants. 

we have to try to stick together as a team.” 

Coaches don't want to give the impression 
that they're looking for the panic button, but 
they also insist they're trying as hard to win 
now as they're trying, to build for the future by 
molding McNown into the leader of the 
offense. 

“We're in the business to win, there's no 
question,” Crowton said. “(Cade's) young and 
he's going to get better. I think he's going to 
make mistakes, He wants to be great, and 
when you want to bé great, you sometimes 
play a little bit outside of the players around 
you. We just have to have some consistency 
with him. We're thinking long term, but we're 
also thinking right nowy, too. 

“1 don't think the loss (to the Giants) was 
Cade's fault. He could have been better. A lot of 
people could have been better. Ijust don't think 
it was ready, right there, for me to say he's not 
the guy. I think that would be a hasty decision, 
and I'm trying to look at it ina way to give this 
guy a chance to develop.” 


Bob LeGere covers the Bears for the Daily 
Herald. 
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No return on investment 

Help me understand something, The Bears 
spentall this money on defense but where is it? 
‘There's no pass rush at all. Plus they are getting, 
burned by the pass. I don’t know if they are not 
making adjustments or they don’t have the 
right personnel. If they don’t make changes, 
opposing, teams ate going to rack up a lot of 
yards. I hope the Bears defense bears down 
and makes this a successful season. 


John Popyk 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 


Trick offense not a treat 
It’s clear that the Bears are not a better team. 
. than they were two years ago. Their young 
players may have potential, but after that 
Tampa Bay game, I don’t see much hope. I 
don’t like Gary Crowton’s pass-happy-bag-of- 
tricks offense. If we have to trick people to win, 
we are in trouble. 

And is our defense that bad or is coordina- 
tor Greg Blache that bad? 

We have some better wide receivers and a 
promising young quarterback, but that’s really 
all I see. Mark Hatley needs to produce. 
Changes are exciting but we need results. We 
still need a running back and we still need a 
defense. Curtis Enis is a bust, and the Bears 
should get rid of him and play James Allen. 


Bill Vandiver 
Clifton, Texas 


Throw deep to Robinson 
After watching the first two games I have 
been extremely depressed with what I have 
seen. Last year Marcus Robinson made a name 
for himself because he is a deep threat, yet I 
didn’t see one bomb thrown to him to those 
two games. Sure he had that one TD against 
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This bear, with a “34” stitched on its 


back, is the “Payton Saint” of 
Dayton (OH) area Bear fans. 
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WE WANT YOUR OPINIONS! 


What changes should the Bears make? What have been 
the positives so far this season? Who shuld be starting at 


quarterback and why? 


We want to know what you think about the Bears! We 
welcome letters of 200 words or less on all matters involving 
the Monsters of the Midway. Letters are subject to editing 
and must include your full name and hometown. 

Send all letters to the above address or reach us via e- 


mail at: BearReport@aol.com. 


the Vikings, but that wasn't really that long. 

On another topic I would like to defend 
Cade McNown. People have said that he is a 
cocky person, but I disagree. Recently I sent 
him a card for him to autograph, and he sent 
me back an autographed 8 x 10 and a letter 
thanking me for the letter. So, Mr. McNown, if 
you read this I would like to thank you. 


Matt Hotz 
Muskegon, Michigan 


Keeping the faith 

Despite their slow start, I still have faith that 
the Bears will have a good season. I know this 
year we will destroy Green Bay, and Minnesota 
won't be so lucky when we play them in 
Chicago. I think the defense is better and Cade 
McNown looks confident. 

Good luck and keep your heads up, guys. 
You guys are still my heroes. 


Todd A. Jansen 
West Liberty, lowa 


Not much of a surprise 

What can I say about the Bears starting the 
season 0-3? This is a team that was all over the 
internet as the team that would surprise the 
NEL. The Bears as playoff contenders? That 
was the headline. Are the Bears victims of 
believing what they read? The games still have 
to be played and won, boys. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


WANTED: Bear fans in the 
Allston/Boston area to watch the games 
on Sundays. Contact Sharon at (617) 
254-2031. 


PRIVATE PARTY: 20 word minimum charge, 
$15.00. Each additional word, 65 cents per word. 
COMMERCIAL: 20 word minimum charge, 
$20.00. Each additional word, 75 cents per word. 
SPECIAL FEATURES: Bald type headline, $5.00 


additional. All other bold type, 50 cents per word 
additional. 
PHONE ORDERS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
si 


All ads pertaining to the sale of items, Services 
offered or representing a business must run as a paid 
classified advertisement. 
MAIL TO: 
BEAR REPORT CLASSIFIED ADS 
112 MARKET STREET 
SUN PRAIRIE, WI 53590 


I truly felt the Bears matched up with the 
Giants very well. This was going to be their 
first win. For a little while, it a they 
could have come away from the home opener 
with a 1-2 record. What happened was anoth- 
er game full of mis-execution and missed 
opportunities. 

Is it me, or do the Bears look confused out 
there? They get a chance to do something big 
and it's like they can’t mentally put two and 
two together. Three missed field goals by Brad 
Daluiso and the Bears couldn't fully capitalize 
on the good fortune. This is starting to get old 
only three weeks into the season. 

Bright spots? Rookies Brian Urlacher and 
Mike Brown both came up with solid efforts. 
Especially Urlacher. He is going to be a play- 
maker in the NFL before long, 

What has to be improved immediately? A 
Bears offensive line that is being blown off the 


Heights IL 60006. 


WANTED: Portraits, posters. and all 
other memorabilia featuring former Bear 
Jerry Muckensturm. 

Contact: Duane Billhartz, 1826 N. 
Charles, Belleville. IL 62221, (618) 234- 
1536. 


WANTED: VHS tape of Bears’ Super 
Bowl XX. victory over New England 
Patriots. Will pay for tape and postage. 

‘Contact: Mikela Seager, 911 7th 
Street, Brookings, SD 57007, e-mail 


% America’s Dairyland © 


If there's a Bears item you've been searching long and hard for or if you just 
want to hook up with other Bears fans in your area, we can help. Your request or 
offer will be printed free of charge on a space-available basis, 

All ads must be mailed to: WANT ADS, Bear Report, P.O. Box 4205, Arlington 


All ads that pertain to the sale of items or merchandise, services offered, or rep- 
resenting a business establishment must run in the Classified Ads section. 


line on almost every down, and Curtis Enis 
who was rightfully booed by the hometown 
crowd. Hey, at least Rashaan Salaam produced 
a 1,000—yard season as a rookie. 

Get it together, Bears. Your true fans are 
here-but it’s isn’t getting any easier for us 
watching games slip away. 


Eric J. Cooper 
Boulder, Colorado 


Practice makes perfect 
As a reader of your magazine, let me tell 
you how much I enjoy every issue. It's good to 
beable tokeep up to date on my beloved Bears. 
One thing I would like to see added is a 
weekly practice squad roster. Is there a chance 
you could include that in your magazine? 
Thanks in advance and greetings from 


Ask and ye shall receive. We added the 
practice squad to the roster on page 7. 
Trivia Trove answer 

Bobby Douglass scored four 
TDs for the Bears in their win 
over the Packers in 1973. 
(From page 17) 


WANTED: To correspond with fellow 
Bears fans. 

Contact: Alex Sanchez, K-86771. 
High Desert State Prison. P.O. Box 
"3030/C4-108, Susanville, CA 96127. 


WANTED: Two tickets to Bears- 
Indianapolis Colts game Nov. 5 at 
Soldier Field. Also Blackhawks tickets 
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